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MAP OF WHITEGATES

BOUNDARY

NORTH:   River Thames

WEST:      A3290  (A329M)/ READING

SOUTH :   Bulmershe/Woodley

EAST :   Shepherds Hill  / Woodley



FEATURES OF WHITEGATES

• Gateway to Reading East
• Good public transport Links – Bus and Rail 
• Spacious 1930’s Housing at its core
• Easy Access to M4 via A3290/A329(M)
• Two Business Parks – Thames Valley Park and Suttons Business Park
• The Thames 
• Nearby Parks and Playing Fields
• Retail Centres 
• Good Local Schools



Character Of Whitegates  

TREES        GRASS VERGES HIP-END SEMI-DETACHED     GARDENS



Degenerating Characteristics
Loss of front gardens.  
No Soft Landscaping

Barren, Unsightly,
No Soft Landscaping



Build-First and Ask-Afterwards 
Roof Extended, Height increased

Affecting light to neighbour’s bedroom Dominating Dormer



Relationship To Neighbours   
This was a 1.5 storey Bungalow
Height and Mass not in keeping

Height and Scale  dominating. 
3 storeys at rear.  



Loss of Greenery –Ecological Harm 

Prior to Purchase
Application States:-

“No..Trees or Hedges.. to be removed”



Unambiguous Rules Required  

Local ‘Guide’  (not a ‘Rule’)
‘Approved Plan’ contravenes ‘Guide’

Should be Hip-End



Importance of Local Planning Rules

Hip-End Roof conversion with Dormer
Overlooking. Complies with PD but Contravenes Local Planning rules

Large Dormer Conversions add a Third Storey
Unsightly,   Not Subservient to Roof,   Out of Character



Deviations from Approved Plans  

‘Matching’   Bricks
Double-Skinned walls, Longer, Taller, 
Window, Porch, Built across Boundary



Construction and Build Quality 
Blockwork External Wall Second roof added to Extension

Mismatching Bricks, Windows, Tiles



New-Build Opportunities Missed

Unimaginative   Uninspiring How Dull can you get



New-Build Apartment Blocks

Concept: Attractive apartments with 
balconies located at rear of estate

Implemented: Unattractive blocks moved 
to dominating position adjacent to a Park



SUMMARY

TOO MANY LOOPHOLES IN PLANNING - ALLOWING DEGRADATION

ALL LOOPHOLES NEED TO BE PLUGGED 

 ONLY PARLIAMENT CAN PROVIDE THE FRAMEWORK FOR REFORM

VARIANCE IN LOCAL CHARACTERISTICS MUST BE ALLOWED FOR

WHITEGATES WOULD MAKE A GOOD CASE STUDY FOR PROSPECTIVE 
CHANGES


