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UPDATE ON LIVE ISSUES 

GRASS CUTTING AND STREET CLEANING 

Local councillors and ACER members walked round much of the Whitegates area with Peter Baveystock (WBC 

Cleaner and Greener team) to discuss the poor conditions of some of the streets with regard to quality of grass 

cutting, street sweeping and weed removal. Peter was presented with a street database detailing, for this area, 

those streets needing attention, and has promised to do his best to ensure that cutting, spraying and sweeping are 

more effective in the future. ACER plan to update the database regularly and Peter has offered to come back later 

this year to assess progress.  

It was pointed out that it was sometimes difficult to sweep the street when there are a lot of parked cars and that 

where there are overhanging shrubs, it can be difficult to clear the back of pavements. Peter has agreed that roads 

that are heavily parked overnight should be swept during the middle of the day, when the majority of car owners are 

out. However, residents can help by: 

 Looking on the WBC website to see when the next sweeping is due and minimising parking on the road / 

pavement that day if possible. 

(www.wokingham.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/maintaining-roads-and-streets/street-cleaning-schedule)  

 

 Ensuring that any shrubs or bushes which hang over the pavement are cut back sufficiently to allow the 

pavement sweeper to reach the back of the pavement. 

Unhappy with grass cutting / cleaning in your street? Go to ‘Report It’ on www.wokingham.gov.uk 

LITTER 

The ACER street database also lists litter hotspots. The majority of litter picking in this area is carried out by the EASI 

volunteers (Earley Adopt-a-Street Initiative) but there are still some streets without a volunteer. These include 

London Road (north), Rosedale Crescent, Sidmouth Grange Close, Mays Close, Barbel Close and Trout Close. If you 

would like to volunteer to be the EASI picker for one of these streets, or to be an additional picker for your own 

street, please contact ACER and we will put you in touch with EASI. 

WBC will organise ‘one-off’ litter clearing in areas of need and Peter Baveystock has noted those listed on the ACER 

database. We are monitoring these areas and will review the list with Peter on his next visit. WBC should also replace 

damaged / provide additional bins in areas of need so please do let ACER or your councillor know if you feel that 

additional bins are needed in your street. ACER is aware that the streets outside some local commercial 

organisations, including M&S and Quik Fit are prone to litter and are hoping to work with those concerned to 

improve street hygiene in these areas. 

Unhappy with refuse collection in your street? Go to ‘Report It’ on www.wokingham.gov.uk 
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GRASS VERGES 

Many residents have expressed concern about the poor state of the grass verges in some roads, particularly Byron 

Road, Chiltern Crescent and Delamere Road. These verges are bare and uneven as a result of building work and/or 

regular parking. It is recognised that in some cases the verge may be the only safe place to park, and with this in 

mind, ACER, MERA (Maiden Erlegh Residents’ Association) and Earley Town Council are investigating the possible use 

of a plastic mesh to aid resilience. The Town Council have asked for a list of damaged verges, with photos where 

possible, which ACER has provided. ACER has also asked Steve Potts (WBC Highways) to walk round the area to look 

at some of the worst cases and discuss longer term plans for upgrading pavements and verges.  

In the meantime, if you wish to keep the verge immediately outside your house free from parking you are now 

permitted to place stones on the verge as long as you follow the WBC guidelines and complete the necessary 

paperwork. Contact ACER on chairman.acer@earleyresidents.org.uk for details. 

SPEEDING 

Thames Valley Police (Community Speed Watch) are preparing equipment for monitoring speed in particular streets 

before they start trials. Volunteer residents in roads where speeding is of concern can then be trained. If you are 

concerned about the speed in your street and would like to be involved in volunteer monitoring, or would like WBC 

to consider the use of a ‘mobile vehicle activated sign’ in your road, please let ACER or your local councillor know. 

FLOODING 

Earley Town Council and Wokingham Borough Council are in the process of setting up a Flood Action Group as part 

of their Flood Risk Planning. The group would consist of up to 10 volunteer flood wardens, who will be provided with 

training. If you are interested in becoming a community flood warden, please contact ACER or your local Town 

Councillor. 

PLANNING 

ACER has set up a Planning Sub-committee which assesses applications within Whitegates ward and sends in 

comments if it is considered appropriate to do so. Residents concerned about an application should contact ACER 

(and their local councillor) to discuss a possible ACER response and if permission is granted should monitor progress 

of the development to ensure that it is carried out according to the original plans. Residents who are concerned that 

a development is not progressing according to plan, or is in breach of conditions / WBC guidelines should contact 

their local councillor or ACER. ACER already sent in comments on a number of applications, including the proposed 

Park and Ride at Thames Valley Park and the proposed Aldi and Costa at Suttons Business Park. 

NOISE 

ACER are aware of concerns regarding noise from the refrigeration units at Brakes. Residents are encouraged to 

keep a diary of any noise and then contact ACER or their local councillor. 

POLICING AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

ACER has regular contact with Thames Valley Police through the monthly Earley Neighbourhood Action Group 

meetings. Recently there have been a number of daytime burglaries, where entry has been through patio doors or 

windows at the rear of the house. Residents are advised to ensure that the rear of the house is secure at all times 

and to lock cars left in drives. ACER will be delivering leaflets about setting up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in 

your street. If you require further information about these schemes or the Thames Valley Alert system (which 

provides information on local incidents by email), please register at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk. 
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DETAILS OF COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Earley St Peter’s Church (www.earley-stpeter.org.uk) hold a number of activities including: 

Tots and Teddies – prayers and music in church followed by tea, cake and refreshment in the hall – every 

Wednesday in term time 10.15am to 12 noon. 

Fellowship Lunch – a homemade two-course lunch in aid of charity – next one Friday, 7th October, 12.30pm 

Earley St Peter’s Fireworks: Friday, November 4th, 6pm (fireworks at 7pm), Sol Joel Park 

---- 

Park UR Church (see www.parkurc.org.uk for full details) also hold a number of activities. 

Park Toddler Group meets in the Large Hall, at Park UR Church, Palmer Park Avenue, RG6 1DN, every Monday from 

9.30 – 11.15am (school term time only). The group is open to all carers, parents and grandparents with young 

children under 4 years old. As one parent says: ‘There is always a kind and warm welcome here, both for me and my 

toddler. Thank you!’   

Park Christmas Fair 2016 –Saturday, 26th November, from 10.30am, at Park UR Church, Palmer Park Avenue, RG6 

1DN. Halls will be decorated and there will be a feast for all the senses – freshly made coffee and tea, home baked 

cakes, hand crafted gifts, good quality toys and games, the sound of Christmas Carols and fun for all ages. 

---- 

Huntley and Palmers Trading Shed (RG6 1DH) is a traditional allotment trading shed that sells compost, grow bags, 

plant feed, pest control substances, garden canes, pots, fleeces and netting and all the other things you need to run 

your garden or allotment.  The shed has run for the last 75 years (since 1941 – Dig for Britain) on a not for profit 

basis so prices are very reasonable. It is manned by volunteers who also have an allotment and so are able to share 

their knowledge of growing fruit, veg and flowers with you. It is situated at the entrance to the Culver Lane 

allotments site and reached from Blackthorn Close off Culver Lane – there is parking just through the black gates. 

Open every Saturday and Sunday morning (except December) between 10.00 and 12.30. Membership is £1.50 per 

year – most members save this on their first visit. 

---- 

Loddon Valley Ramblers lead short walks (4 – 6 miles) on Thursday and Sunday mornings and longer walks (10 -15 

miles) on Sundays and alternate Tuesdays. See www.lvra.org.uk for more details, or call 0118 9776586. 

---- 

Woodley and Earley Lions meet at Sonning Golf Club, Duffield Road, Sonning, at 7.30pm on 3rd Tuesday of each 

month. They welcome new members so if you are interested come along or contact Colin Gibson 01189696167 / 

c_gibson@sky.com. Their next major event is a Fireworks Show on Saturday, November 5th at Laurel Park, Earley.  

 

RECENT / FORTHCOMING ACER EVENTS 

ACER ‘Bring and Share’ Picnic: Sunday, 25th September, 2.00 – 4.00pm on Bulmershe Field (off Church Road) 

ACER ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Wednesday, 29th March, 2017. St Peter’s Church Hall booked for 7.45 – 

10.00pm. Speaker: Grahame Hawker, Earley Environmental Group. 
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THE FUTURE OF ACER - WHICH AREA SHOULD ACER COVER? 

Although founded in 1967 for Central Earley, more recently ACER has covered North Earley (the Whitegates area), 

i.e. the part of Earley bounded in the north by the River Thames, in the west by the boundary with Reading, in the 

east by the boundary with Woodley and in the south by the Reading/Waterloo Railway line. 

SHOULD WE CHANGE THE NAME? 

The name ACER is well known to WBC and Earley Town Council and it is suggested therefore that the name be 

retained and be followed by the definition: the residents’ association covering the Whitegates area of Earley. What 

do you think? Please let us know your views on chairman.acer@earleyresidents.org.uk.  

WHAT DOES ACER DO? 

ACER is a non-political organisation which seeks to protect and enhance the environment and amenities of the 

Whitegates part of Earley and thus hopes to contribute to the local community through: 

1. Raising the profile of this part of Earley (which can feel remote from Wokingham), providing a link between 

residents and Wokingham Borough and Earley Town councils, exchanging information, highlighting concerns;  

2. Providing a community network through which residents can get to know their neighbours, meet others in 

similar situations, exchange information, make links with other local organisations (e.g. schools, the police, 

faith groups) and, if they want to, set up a Neighbourhood Watch for their street 

3. Investigate issues of concern to local residents, working with local councillors and other organisations to 

resolve these where at all possible. Issues include litter, weeds, street cleaning, grass cutting, parking, buses, 

speeding, antisocial behaviour (e.g. noise) and planning related issues – inappropriate / out of character 

development, disregard of development rules, front gardens, TPOs, multiple occupancy. 

HOW DO YOU JOIN? 

All residents in the Whitegates area of Earley are eligible for membership which is free for 2016/17. If you were a 

member in 2010, attended the meeting in May 2016 or have contacted ACER by email during 2016 you are already a 

member for 2016/17. If you would like to join please email chairman.acer@earleyresidents.org.uk with your name 

and address. You will then receive all regular ACER update emails and invitations to ACER meetings. Alternatively, if 

you don’t have email, please contact the ACER Chair at 48 Pitts Lane, Earley, RG6 1BU.  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP ACER? 

ACER relies on volunteers to deliver newsletters, attend meetings of other organisations, run the website, organise 

social events and head up issue groups. If you would like to help in any way please contact the chair (details below). 

CONTACTS email: chairman.acer@earleyresidents.org.uk / www.earleyresidents.org.uk  

Acting Chair: Mary Bather, 48 Pitts Lane, Earley   Acting Executive Committee: Eric Ayers, Helen Hobson, 

Jenny Lissaman, Andrew Vowler (Acting Treasurer), Marilyn Vowler, Chris Wigmore 

Local Wokingham Borough Councillors Local Earley Town Councillors 

Andy Croy    andy.croy@wokingham.gov.uk  07793 
767314 

Alison Swaddle    alison@swaddle.com  07792 104221 

Shahid Younis    shahid.younis@wokingham.gov.uk  

07775 655630 

Munir Ahmed   munir592003@yahoo.co.uk  

0118 9266889 

Sheena Matthews  sheena.matthews@btinternet.com  
07766 424098 

Alison Swaddle    alison@swaddle.com 07792 104221 
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